AUSTIN COMMUNITY ACCESS CENTER, INC.

TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS

I.  TAPE



A.  All programs must be on DV Tape recorded in DV cam mode, in good condition, and in appropriate case (without damage to case, cassette shell, tape mylar or oxide coating).




B. We recommend you follow industry standards and place 1 minute of color bars, followed by 20 seconds of slate (show title, your name, etc.), and 12 seconds of countdown at the beginning of each tape. The minimum length allowed is one minute of video black before the programs start.

C. Tapes must have sequential continuous time code with no breaks from beginning of tape to at least 40 seconds past the last frame of video.  No tape can be accepted with a servo break AT ANY POINT from the head of the tape.  If the tape ever has a servo break it will be rejected. ( i.e. if there is any break in the time code or change in time code sequence.)
D. Tapes will be rejected without a local AUSTIN tag (i.e. Austin name, address and phone number).




E.  Tapes may contain multiple programs (cuts).  You should follow the guidelines in A and C above, with these additions: there MUST be at least 15 seconds of black between each program.  We recommend no more than 6 programs per tape, and recommend that additional programs be added before submitting the tape to programming.  Programming will not accept duplicate copies of the same tape.




F.  Tapes must have the following for program library:




        1) Must be in an unbroken tape case




        2) Must have a label, to include the series name (if a series) and/or a 




different program title: 

                                      a.) On the spine of the box, and





   b.) On the tape itself; this label must contain the name of the producer 



that owns the tape and his/her contact phone number.

   c.) Printed/typed clearly in dark ink 

II.
Audio:



A.  Reference tones and peak audio levels are to be recorded at 20 dB or below, preferably with a 1 kHz tone; audio levels that are too hot (i.e., with the needles reading consistently into the red) will not be accepted.  Audio levels recorded too low may also not be acceptable for cablecast.


III.
  Video 




A.  Video levels should peak at 100 IRE with the waveform monitor in flat mode (not IRE mode), and sync levels should be constant at -40 IRE.  Chroma should not exceed +40 and -40 on the waveform monitor.  Tapes with video levels exceeding 120 IRE will be rejected.  Programs including extended static images or excessive video black may not be accepted for cablecast.




B.  All tapes and live shows submitted or cablecast must contain identification of the local (Austin) producer or (Austin) program provider at the end of the program (i.e., to be shown on-air) using alpha-numeric name and local address or local phone number for a minimum of 5 seconds at the end of your show following the last video and/or credits.  It is acceptable to use a pseudonym or trade name (i.e., by submitting a show with a phone number or address contained as the ID for the show you are certifying that you have permission to use that address or phone number on your show).  Programs under 10 minutes in length need not contain the ID tag.


Note:   Producers who need more technical training to follow these requirements, please check Client Services about workshops, seminars and tutorials.
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